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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0117 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, PINS, IZ 

SUBJECT: RELATIONS BETWEEN IRAQI REGIME AND 
SHIA MUSLIMS 

REF: 77 BAGHDAD 2208 (NOTAL) 

1 . IRAQI SOURCE WHO HAS HAD RECENT TALKS WITH SHIA 

RELIGIOUS LEADERS REPORTS THAT PREPARATIONS FOR COMMEMORATION 
OF THE ARBA'IN, A MAJOR DAY OF MOURNING ON SHIA RELIGIOUS 
CALENDAR, ARE PROCEEDING IN NON-CONFRONTATIONAL ATMOSPHERE. 

IN CURRENT ISLAMIC YEAR, THE ARBA’IN FALLS ON JANUARY 29. 

REGIME WILL PERMIT PUBLIC SELF-FLAGELLATION AT MOSQUES 
OF IMAM HUSSEIN IN KERB ALA AND IMAM ALI IN NAJAF WITHIN 
MUTUALLY AGREED LIMITS OF BEHAVIOR. THIS IS SEEMINGLY 
PART OF COMPROMISE WHICH INCLUDED NO PUBLIC SELF- 
FLAGELLATION BY MOURNERS ON DECEMBER 19, THE 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE MARTYRDOM OF THE PROPHET HUSSEIN 
AND THE BEGINNING OF THE 40-DAY MOURNING PERIOD. 
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RELIGIOUS LEADERS PREDICT NO SECURITY PROBLEMS WILL 
RESULT ON THE ARBA'IN. 

2. USINT OFFICER WHO VISITED KERBALA ON JAN 16 FOUND 
CITY SUBDUED, IN KEEPING WITH OFFICIAL MOURNING 
PERIOD, WITH ROUGHLY 3 OUT OF 4 SHOPS 

CLOSED. ACTIVITY WAS CENTERED AT MOSQUES OF HUSSEIN 
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AND ABBAS WHERE CROWDS IN ADJACENT STREETS LISTENED 
ATTENTIVELY TO SERMONS CARRIED BY LOUDSPEAKERS. 

SEVERAL ITINERANT PREACHERS WERE ALSO HOLDING FORTH 
OUTSIDE MOSQUE PRECINCTS. MANY POLICE WERE IN MOSQUE 
AREAS BUT NO MILITARY PRESENCE NOTED IN CITY OR 
APPROACHES. ATMOSPHERE ON THIS MONDAY MORNING WAS 
MORE WHAT ONE WOULD FIND ON FRIDAY DURING THE NORMAL 
PART OF THE YEAR. 

3. COMMENT: FOLLOWING SADDAM HUSSEIN'S INITIATIVE IN 
SHOWING PUBLIC RESPECT FOR SHIA SENSITIVITIES (REFTEL), 

BOTH REGIME AND SHIA LEADERS SEEM TO BE TRYING TO 

DOUSE ANY EMBERS OF CONFLICT. DEPT WILL RECALL THAT MAJOR 

CLASH DEVELOPED LAST YEAR BETWEEN SHIA MARCHERS 

AND AUTHORITIES. LEADERS OF BOTH SIDES 

WANT TO AVOID A REPETITION, ALTHOUGH SHIA RELIGIOUS 

EXTREMISTS AND BAATH PARTY SECULARIST IDEOLOGUES MIGHT 

SEEK ANOTHER SHOWDOWN IF LEFT TO THEIR OWN DEVICES. 

ABILITY TO KEEP PEACE ON THE ARBA'IN WILL BE A 

MAJOR TEST FOR SADDAM HUSSEIN'S POLICY OF PRAGMATIC 

ACCOMMODATION TO RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES OF SHIA 

MAJORITY. 

PECK 
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